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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
DOMESTICK. 
ADDRESS 


TO THE AMERICAN SOCIETY, FOR COLONIZING THE 
FREE PEOPLE OF COLOUR OF THE U. S. 


Read at a special meeting in the city of Washington, JVov. 21, 1818. 
(Coneluded from page 246, vol. 4.) 


Contenting myself for the present with this glance at the actual 
state of the western coast of Africa, its capes, islands and rivers; 
the European possessions, and the divisions of territory among the 
nativesg and the soil, productions and trade of the country; I will 
suggest a few considerations which may properly induce to a co- 
lonization of our people of colour on that continent. 

Leaving to the private hours of every good man considerations 
of areligious nature, arising from our obligations to diminish the 
sufferings of men and to diffuse the heavenly hight of sacred scrip- 
ture: and leaving respectfully to the legislatures of this conutry, 
considerations of a political nature, armsing from a mature reflection 
the different casts or classes of the people, the improbability of 
their speedy amalgamation and the inconveniences to both parties 
in their present state: 

Not to add, what is out of my province and in some respects, 
the least of my solicitude amidst weightier thoughts, the diminu- 
tion of the poor rates in some of the large cities, the improvement of 
the system of agriculture in severa! of the states, the extension of 
thehonourable commerce of the country, and the possible future 
importation of al! the productions of the West and the East Indies, 
from settlements made in Africa under the parental care of the 
American government. 

I shall confine myself to two or three considerations of a general 
nature, leading to the same conclusiou. And I teel a confidence 
that it is only justice to the character of the American society and 
the dispositions of the American people, to dwell on the following 
as the most persuasive and acceptabie: the more compiete abolition 
of the slave-trade, the elevation of the character of the free people 
of colour in this country, and the improvement of the cendition ef 
the African tribes who may come within our influence. 
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The slave-trade continuesin Africa. To the grief of good meg 

and the diserace of bad. it is carried on openly or secretly at any 
places on the coast, where the eye of justice is not widely open and 
the arm of power visibly extended. A thousand thanks are due to 
the Eng!ish colony of Sierra Leone, to its founders and patrons, for 
their pe rsevering and useful labours in executing the abolition laws, 
It has liberated about nine thousand captives from slave ships, and 
has, doubtless, prevented the enslavement of several times nine 
thousand more. But whatcan one colonial brig do in guarding a 
coast of twoor three thousand miles? A ship might cross and al. 
most recross the Atlantick, to take in a second cargo, sooner than 
she could advance against current and trade-winds from the Galf of 
Guinea to the Senegal. Besides, slave-traders have the wisdom to 
select fast sailing vesseis, to arm them with heavy metal, and fill 
them with desperate men. Fortune or death has been their practi- 
cal maxim. Hence, many slave vessels have escaped the colonial 
brig by fast sailing; several have beaten her off with considerable 
injury; and some she dared not attack. Some vessels have been 
sent to the coast with the express design to capture her, if she came 
intheir way. If previous preparation were made on the shore,a 
ship might ron along a cape or into a river, and take in a cargo of 
slaves in asingle week and almost in a single night. In add:tion 
to the colomal bree. an English ship has passed down the coast 
about once a year. How inadequate are these means to the com: 
plete execution of the laws. According to existing laws, the trade 
is wow tlegal north of the equator, and in 1823, will be illegal on 
the whole coast. But what are laws without penaities? Whatare 
penaities, if not inflicted? None but British ships attempt to make 
captures under the abolition laws, and they have no right to board 
aship uncer the Danish, French or American flag. All present 
laws may tneretore continue in force, and the slave-trade go on 
indefinitely. 

A colonization of the free people of colour of the United States 
in Africa will operate, in several ways, directly against this trade. 
It will take away its grand temptation with the native princes and 
people by introducing those articles of foreign produce and mail 
facture, to which they have become accustomed,and have few meals 
of obtaining except by the sale of slaves. It may lead some of our 
vessels to engage in an honourable trade along the coast. It may 
be found convenient that some of our armed ships should occasion: 
aify visit stations on that continent. The people of colour them- 
selves, taught in the school of experience, will surely exert their 
influence by persuasion, example and instruction to effect its rum. 
Though a single colony could not look far up or down the coast, yet 
a few colonies like Sierra Leone would do much to cuard the coast 
Colon zation may be regarded as one principal means, by which 
this scourge ot Atrica will be destroyed, this blot of humanity wash- 
ed away, for ever. ’ 
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The elevation of the character of the free people of colour, who 
are now in this country, is another inducement to their colonization 
in Africaa— They have not here a fair opportunity to show them- 
selves men. Their minds are, in some degree, shackled from child- 
hood, They have not the same motives to improvement, nor the 
same encouragement to honourable exertion, as others born in this 
land. Their debasement and subordination can afford us no plea- 
aire, The principal ground of their inferiority is acknowledged 
tobe a matter of prejudice. But the time when colour wi!l not be 
aground of prejudice in this country, is not near. <A distinction, 
then, painful and injurious to them, and no source of pleasure to 
us, will for a long peciod be inseparable trom their residence with 
us. Having in some sense been accessary to this state of things, 
we ought to be willing, and are willing, to assist some of them to 
change their condition. If they shali desire no change, when they 
know all that may be knowa on the subject, our business wil! be at 
anend. We shail have the credit of having, at least, designed 
weil. But if the American society, in their goodness, should think 
itproper not to pursue this plan in any form; ifthe American go- 
vernivent, in their wisdom, shall think it expedient not to patron- 
zeit inaiv shape; w:.hin a century. within a half century, the 
free people of colour of the Un.ted States, as individuals, as fami- 
lies, if not as colonies, will be fluding their way to Africa. Happy 
willit be for the descendants of Africa in foreign lands, if that cou- 
tinent may be reserved for their possession. Raise the character 
of one man of coiour, and a favour is done to the race. Educatea 
few Paul Culfees,estabiisha tew Sierras Leone, and they will ac- 
quire a reputation which will baffle prejudice and attract respect. 

If settlements shou!d be made in Africa, it will be nearly indis- 
peusable to make a selection among the free people of colour. Per- 
hays those oily sliould be encouraged, in the first instance, who 
willlearn to read, write, and masage figures, who understand agri- 
culture or some mechanick art—who are temperate in habits, and 
will cheerfully devote tiemselves to active and useful industry. A 
host of the ignorant, indolent, intemperate, and vicious, whether 
white or black, would most certainly do us dishonour, disappoint 
our expectations, and injure the common cause. ‘The best class of 
the people of colour should have all the encouragement to come jor- 
ward and havea controlling influence; which protection, patronage 
and independence can give them. Aad, as motives of humanity 
must be the main springs of action in this society, there is strong 
reason to believe that if any thing is to be done, this liberal policy 
will be pursued. 

Another inducement toa colonization of our free peopie of co- 
lour in Africa, is the improvement of the condition of those African 
hations who may come within the circle of our influence. These 
children of nature, hospitable and kind, attentive to the stranger, 
and respectful to the aged. are taught by education tobe timid and 
sispicious, and allured by appetite to theft and piunler.—Growing 
"pin ease and plenty, they are usually tall and erect, remarkably 
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free from personal deformitiesand unshackled with abjectness o 
spirit. W ith the richest fruits, and all the crude materials for hap. 
py subsistence and wealth, they live in comparative poverty anq 
meanness. Having few w ants, and those eas ly supplied, they 
waste their time in indolence, sleeping by day, and dancing py 
night. The constructing their cottages and canoes; the manufae. 
ture of cloth and mats, the culture of rice. maize. yams, and eas. 
sada, the boiling of salt and palm-oil, and the gathering of honey, 
ivory, and die-woods, are a summary of their us seful labours. Ther 
do every thing to great di sadvantage. The plough, spinning-wheel, 

loom. a machine for cleaning rice, and mills for sawing wood and 
grinding corn, would be of inestimable service. Their criminal 
code, in some particulars, is grossly absurd, and their Superstis 
tions dark and gloomy. Their homage is paid to devils. Though 
they sometimes speak with coutempt of white man’s fashion, they 
would have few objections to adopt the English language, habits of 
dress, arts, and manufactures. They would be particularly orati. 

fied to have their children taught to read and write. Any in. 

provement in their general and moral state, will, most probably, be 
slow and gradual: but no means to civilize and instruct will be » 
sure as colonization: and no agents so acceptable and efficient x 
their own brethren and children. if men of intelligence and charac. 
ter, like some of the people of colour in this country. In returm 
for such gootls as we should offer them, they will a! tlow us to oceupr 
lands, which are now vacant. almost wherever we might choose. 
aud bounded by such limits as we might set: and should they alter. 
wards think to be untaithful to their engagements. notwithstanding 
our kind endeavours to do them good, there is not, | believe. mor 
than two nations on the coast whose power need occasion tie 
slightest solicitude. 

Colonization abroad is sanctioned by the example of nations, a0- 
cient and modern. But a colonization at home, so far as mY 
knowledge extends. has only one solitary exa mple. Col onizatior 
in Atrica i is nota new r Gomer But a colonization of the descer 
dants of Atr cans in Africa has been attempten only in one! 
stance. That succeeds. If a tree transplanted will often flourish, 
how much more in iis native soil? Sierra Leone was planted whet 
the slave-trade, was unchecked, in a soil not the must fertile, and 
with shoots by no means very promising: but these plants have 
taken rovt, acquire strength, extend their branches, and now begit 
to bear abui daut fruits. 

he American people have itin their power todo aw ork of hu- 
manity a od retributive justice to the African race, in which no ha 
tion can easily become a rival. Hasingin the midst of us sow 
hundreds of thousands of free people of co! four, and urged to de 
them good by acunsiferation of the wrongs done to their father 
and their count V3 in se eking a piace for their independent and 
quiet settlement, neither we hor they can forget alaid, stored with 
the cioicest minerais, be: aribg x the richest fruits, and covered with 
aprofuseand luxuriant vegetation, te which the shrubberies and 
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forests of northern latitudes present no analogy. While the Afri- 
cap institution will maintain a dignified position, and the British 
and foreign Bible suciety will extend its benign influence through 
the earth, let the American coionization society not fail to enrol 
her name among the first humane institutions of this couatry, and 
prove herself a noble benefactress of the African people. 





BOSTON FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY. 


Tue annua! meeting of the Foreign mission society of Boston 
and the vicinity was held at the hall of the Massachusetts Bank, 
onthe Ist imst.at11 A. M. for the choice of officers, when the fol- 
lowing gentlemen were chosen; His honour Wiliam Phillips, Esq. 
President, Jos:ah Sa‘isbury,* Esq. Vice President, the |Rev. Joshua 
Huntington, Secretary, Jeremiah Evarts, Treasurer. and Mr. 
Loaries Cleveland, Auditor. 

jhe society adjourned to Concert Hal!, where sr at three 
Hclock, witha view to hear some statements, which 4 committee 
had Keen requested to prepare, and of which publick notice had been 
ryven. Seats were provided for ladies, not fewer than two hundred 
diwhem honoured the society with their presence. | 

When the president took the chair, a brief history df the board 
(‘oreign missions was given by the treasurer, coniprising an ac- 
cantof the mission at Bombay—its origin, progress, and present 
fate—its share in the work of missions, translations, and superin- 
teoding schools;—of the mission in Cevion, and its various labours; 
ithe mission to the Cherokees and Choctaws, and other conteme- 
pated efforts in behaif of the American Indians; of the foreiga 
wssion school, at Cornwall, Con. and of the desired enlargement 
(althe operations of the Board. In the course of the afternoon, 
lour gentiemen addressed the meeting at some length. We pur- 
pose to give the substance of these addresses, 

In the evening. a sermon was delivered before the society. by 
he Rev. Mr. Gile. of Milton, from Zech. viii. 6. Thus saith the 
Lord of hosts, if it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of this 
People in these days, sould it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith 
2 Lord of hosts. ‘The sermon was heard with solemn gttention, 
da copy was requested for the press. We hope our readers will 
“44€ the opportunity of perusing it. 

Che Rev. Mr. Huntington is appointed to preach at the next an- 
tual meeting, and the Rev. Mr. Dwight to supply his place in case 
“laure. ‘The annual votes of thanks were passed, and a consi- 
‘fradie number of persons expressed a wish to join the society. 

At the close of the statements made by the treasurer, he contin- 
““¢ his observations nearly as follows. 

Mr. President, 

here 1s an objection to attempting the immediate promulga- 
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“The respected father of Mr. Salisbury had been Vice President of the 
“ciety, frem its formation till his death, which teok place in the course 
“the past year, at the age of seventy-eight. 
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tion of the gospe! among the heathen, which probably weighs more 
than any thing else having the form and semblance of an argument, 
with a considerable number of well meaning mgs and even 
w'th some, who apparent!y have the cause of religion at heart. It 
is this: whi'e we have a multitude of obje ats at our doors, impor- 
tunately calling for co rstian be eficence, why shou'd we seek ob. 
jects ata d stance? Allour large towns. im the older parts of the 
United States, contain a considerable population unsupplied with 
the meais of graces us vou advance into the country, too many 
neighbourhoods nay be found, which are appropriately called 
“waste places;” and from our new settlements an earnest ery for 
ministers avd missionaries is heard. From the white hills and the 
green mountais of the north,—from the vast range of the Alleya. 
nies.—trom the shores of the great !akes, and the banks of the 
Ohio. the Mississippt and the Missouri. the voice of anxious and 
suffering myriats demands of our churches that the gospel be sent 
to them. Why should te attempt to cultivate the banks of the 
ee s andthe lidus, while our own rivers rol through a moral 
eepertt Why shoal 1 we water the hills of Pa! estine, and leave our 
own Zion parcied ad thirsty? 

This is ie strong language of the objector: but there is a conf- 
dence intruth and ina sood cause. wiich fears not the = sturdiest 
assertions. or the most fervid cdeclamation of an adversary. The 
duty , the imi mediate and-urgent duty, of proclaiming the gospel to 
a’! the | ‘eathen, of sounding the trus pet of salvation from every 
hi!! and mountain on the n: bitable ates. andl causing its del ightful 
reveruerations to wind into even the obscurest va!lies, which are 
trodden by the feet of sintul men, is proved by such incontestible 
evidence, and is a truth so consonant to the feelings of every pious 
heart. that tt wil not be questioned by any well informed chiis- 
tian, who has par dd prover atte: ition to the subject. 

That the souls of all men are equally valuable will not be deni- 
ed; at least, we have no aut! ionty to sav they are not. Silly in- 
ceed it were. and little accordant with the humility vf the cuspel 
to suppose that we, because we are favoured with creater privile- 
ges, are inherent! y of hig! er Vi alue in the creation, than other clill- 
dre of Adam, who, gro ping in thick darkness, spend their lives 
in a toilsome round of debesing superstitions:—or in pilgrimages 
to Mecca:—or in climbing the mountains of Uhibet to render idela- 
trous homage toa morta! of the same sigful race.—or in the wer 
ship of demons. and the immoiation of human sacrifices. The 
geins of the Redeemer’s crown will not shine with less splendour, 
if collected in Asia or Africa, than if taken from the fairest parts 
of christendom. ‘Phe joy that bursts from the holy throng, who sur- 
round the throne of God. on the announcement that another sinner 
has repented, is not limited by any coftsiderations of country. oF 
climate, or compiexion. Now will the redeemed Ethiopian. * 
Tartar, or New Zealander, enter with less rapture into the song a 
Moses and the Lamb, than the descendant of christian parents. who 
has been achild of God from his early youth, and reached heaye® 
through the protals of an earthly sanctuary. 
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The truth is, that every immortal soul] is of incalcu! able value; 
and the evangelizing of ‘such an empire as China is as much more 
desirable than that of smaller communities, as the swarm:ng popu- 
lation of sueh an empire is more numerous than theirs. The whole 
world needs the gospel; the whole world is to enjny the gospel, ere 
the purposes of the divine mercy be accomplisiied. This grand 
consummation is to be effectuated by human means and instru- 
ments; and among these instruments it is our part to be employ- 
ed. 

Taking it for granted, then, that every christian, so far as he dis- 
charges his duty. wi! aim to extend the gospel to every brother of 
the species, the only question to be solved is, how can he do this 
most e Htectually? > or rather. how can he do most toward an object 
so infinitely ck sirable? Shall he circumscribe his exertions by the 
narrow limits of his family. the street which he inhabits, his town 
or covlty, or state, or cout trv: orshallhe obey the ape ostolick in 
jun ‘ction to do good to all men, as he has opportu hity——a rule of 
christian benevolence, eq jually reinute from the sordid selfishness, 
whien neither kno Ws nor Cares for the necess:ties of eee and 
that pompous philasep! Ve Which pt ates it meen about univel sal philan- 
thropy, and does nothing? Ina word, shali le, iu imitation of the 
gee Samaritan. prove hiunself a neighbour to every human being, 
w! ho comes withi iin the reach of his kind offic Cs. a! 14d veds nis Com- 
passionate assistance? 

It is not supposed, or pretended, that an ordinary christian can 
offer the gospel to numerous and remote people, by his own person- 
al ministration. But what he cannot doin person, another may do, 
if sent forth oy his liberalite; and what he cannot do alone, may be 
easily perforine «J by many acting ia concert. In this way it is 
as practic: able to send the gospel to India, as tosend a ship thither 
for the purposes of trafie. 

The ques'fon then recurs: in which way will the gospel be most 
rapidly promulgated among men; by confining our exertions toa 
small circle, till all within its limits are effect: ally and abundantly 
supplied with christian instruction, of by entering into every ac- 
cessible field, which is white to the harvest? Let the question be 
decided by the plain dictates of common sense, by the practice of 
Christ and his apostles, and by the express comn nand of the ascen- 
ding Saviour. 

The decision ef common sense on this subject may be easily 
learned, by observing the manuerin which active and lntetligent 
men always conduct, in reference to any plan of secular advan- 
tage, of humane exertion, or of publick improvement. Whien any 
such plan has been thorougily npyronns by experience, do they 
wait before they attempt its general introduction, th! it shail have 
overcome ail prejudices, an id fuught its wav through all opposition, 
ina particular city or country? Nosuch thing. They jntreducs 
it into every pl ace, where its admission is p yracticab'e. 

We all remember the receut discovery of a mild and safe 
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the human body is liable. Did Jenner aad his friends wish to con- 
fine the benefits of this discovary to their own metropolis, till all 
the ind viduals of that immense population should be persuaded 
of itsefficacy? Or did he, and others like him, at great personal 
labour and expense, and encountering violent prejudices, conve 
the salutary antidote to all the most populous regions of the earth? 
So that thousands of lives were saved at Vienna. at Ispahan, at Cal. 
cutta, and in onr own country, though multitudes at London ma 
to this hour discredit the discovery. and greater multitudes may 
neglect to avail themselves of its protection. 

And thus it is, with regard to all great improvements in educa- 
tion, in agriculture, in arts and manufactures, and in civil govern- 
ment. Theyall have their opposers, and are obliged to contend 
with prejudices, and with the tenacity of established custom. The 
way of introducing them ‘s. to push them forward in many places 
atthe same time. If obstinacy shall exclude them from one re. 
gion, they may be gladly received in another; and the probability 
1s, that wherever they are perseveringly urged, they will sooner or 
later make some progress. 


+ ne Ec 


FROM THE PANOPLIST. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN DUNSTABLE, MS. 


Narratives of religious revivals are not only refreshing to saints, 
but also awakening to sinners. Thev contribute to the glory of 


God and the advance: ent of his eause. Under this impression, 
the church of Christ in Dunstable, Mass. would relate, with humi- 
lity and thankfulness, what the Lord has done for them. 

On May 12, 1757, this church was formed, principally of those 
who had been members of other churches, and on the 8th of June 
following, the Rev. Josiah Goodhue, was ordained pastor. During 
his ministry. which ended in his dismission, Sept. 28, 1774, about 
65 were added to the church. by profession, and by recommenda- 
tion from sister churches. The church remained destitute of a 
pastor, until the Rev. Joshua Heywood was ordained June 5, 1799. 
Put in this period, there were two seasons of some special attention; 
the first in 1787; the other in 1794. In this !ast revival 11 made 

rofession Of their faith in Christ, and united with the church. 
While destitute of a pastor, there was preaching here but a part of 
the time; people were much scattered; some attending one meeting 
and some another; but many spent the sabbath in idleness; or in 
going from house to house, in open contempt of divine authority. 
The church was much diminished; as some, who were the hopeful 
subjects of divine grace, united with neighbouring churches. 

Under Mr. Heywood’s ministry, there was some special atten- 
tion in 1805, when eleven were added to the church; avd in 18/3, 
when 15 were added. Mr. Heywood’s ministry was closed by his 
death, Nov. 11, 1814. The whole number admitted by him, was 
twenty-seven by profession, and three by letter. 
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After Mr. Heywood’s removal, réigion was in a low state. For 
three years, there were only eight admmtted to communion. Mirth 
and vain amusements much engrossed the attention of young peo- 

le. Others. more advanced in life, were unconcerned for their 
souls. In this trying situation, the friends of the Redeemer repair- 
ed tu the throne of grace. On the first Motday in January, 1816, 
the monthly concert of prayer began to be observed by the church 
and has been attended ever since. There soonappeared some fer- 
vency in prayer, but still the ways of Zion mourtied, The commu- 
nicants were reduced to 10 males and about 27 females, when the 
Rev. Jabez P. Fisher began his tabeurs here, the ‘atter purt of 
August, 1817. By his advice, the church soon appointed a weekly 
meeting for prayer, that God would poor out his spirit here and in 
other places. Sut nothing unusual appeared, except the tervour of 
christians in prayer. uutil the first of October. laren special atten- 
tion began to be manifest. It soon increased; and some appeared 
to be brought unto God’s marvellous light. On Nov. 50, four were 
admitted to communion; oue of whom had former |hopes revived, 
the other three had been recentiy awakeaed. Alter, this the work 
made greater progress; meetings were multiplied and well attended. 
New cases of conviction, or of hopeful conversion, ' ere frequent. 
The work was not confined to age or sex. Persons trom eignt to 
sixty years of age have been the hopeful subjects. The reviva! ap- 
peared at its height in Jatuary and February. When most power- 
ful, it was likea still small voice. No eathusiasm er disurder was 
seen. All the hopetul converts have beeu brought to see and freely 
confess the total sinfulness of their hearts, and their entire depen- 
dence on the sovereign mercy of God. They have professed to 
receive the doctrines of grace as the only foundatioa |of their nope; 
and to glory in nothing, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Cirist. 
in some instances, opposition arose high agaiust the work. But the 
Lord appeared, in great mercy, to subdue the hearts of some who 
were warmly opposed, and to bring them to the feet of Immanuel, 
Some had peculiar triaiss but found no peace, till they gave up ali for 
Christ, and resolved to follow him. 

One of the hopetul sudjects has given in substance the following 
relation; which may be considered as a specimen of the work. 

“I know oot that I ever had any thing more than slight convic- 
tion of sin, till about five years ago. In time of mortal sickuess, my 

mind became seriously impressed with the importance of being pre- 
pared to meet my God. L[saw that I wasa sinner; and that without 
pardoning mercy, 1 must perish. With this view of my condition, 
i begged that God would have mercy on me. But still I was not 
reconciled to the doctrines of grace. [ could not consent to the 
doctrine of total depravity. . [t was too humbling to my proud heart. 
[knew that I had simneds but Lt was unwilling to admit that I was 
by uaturea child of wrath. Such was the state of my mind that I 
was hittle disposed to converse on religious subjects. When under 
conviction, | was deeply impressed with the duty of family prayer. 
(knew that 1 ought to pray in my family; but this was to mea great 
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trial. T often resolved to attexd to the duty, and as often broke my 
resolution. So that this neglect seemed to be the great obstacle in 
the way ef my obtaining peace. When cried, what shall I do tobe 
saved? the thought wouldreturn, pray in your family, 1 often wish- 
ed there might be a revival of religion, so that I might perform this 
duty, and appear on the Lord’s side. [ thought L could part with 
one of my children by death, as a reason for commencing the wor- 
ship of God in my family. Thus unhappily I lived for several 

ears. [read the Bible more, and was more constant in attending 

ublick worship: but remained unhumbled, and often felt dejected 
and ready to despair of mercy. After the late revival, there was 
for some time little alteration in my feelings. But at length [| was 
more sensibly impressed with the necessity of attending to every 
known duty, in order to enjoy peace of mind. Still [had nota 
freedom of conversation with any; and few knew the state of my 
mind, until God was pleased to reveal himself asa merciful God in 
Christ Jesus. This was at a sabbath evening conference. I saw 
myself altogether depraved and wholly lost, so that nothing but the 
mercy of God in Christ could ever save me. I thought it a wonder 
of mercy that [ had been spared. I felt reconciled to the gospel 
method of salvation: willing that God’s counsel should stand, and 
that he should do all his pleasure. [ thought I could pray in my 
family; and that evening I called them together, and, for the first 
time, presented them with myself before the throne of grace, and 
was enabled to pour out my heart before God. I have since attend- 
ed this duty with delight, as a great privilege. After finding reliel 
to my burdened mind, I was much affected with the sin of ingrati- 
tude. God appeared not only good, but infiniteiy goods; and the 
Jove of Christ to be boundless. But what returns of love have | 
made! How has my life been spent in sin! How great is my guilt 
O how I longed to sit, like Mary, at the feet of Jesus. I feit as 
though I must be there, and freely confess my former ingratitude. 
As I was borne down with a sense of this sin, these words of the 
Saviour came tomy mind, Son, be of good cheer; thy sins are for- 
given thee. My heart dissolved in thankfulness and joy, which | 
cannot describe. I soon after professed the religion of Christ. | 
have sinee had abundant experience of the mercy of God through 
Jesus my Redeener. I discover more and more my whole depet- 
dence on sovereign grace for salvation. It is my earnest desire 
that to God all the glory shall be given, and that by his grace! 
may glorify him in soul and body, forever and ever.”’ 

During this revival, 58 have been added to the church. Thirty- 
two were added on the first Sabbath in February. [t was both 4 
joyful and solema day; and will loag be remembered with peculiat 
emotions. Thirty.seven heads of families have been added. The 
major part of those have children under their care, who have bee! 
devoted to God in baptism. In a number of instances, childret 
have been the hopeful subjects of grace, and admitted to sit down 
with their parents at the table of the Lord. What a joyful sight: 
Five have beea adinitted between 11 and 14 years of age. 
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Itis hoped there are about fifteen Sebjects of renewing grace, 
who have not yet united with the church. About half of these are 
under 12 years of age. How many of them are real converts, is 
knewn only to God, This is to be remarced of those who have 
professed their faith in Christ. They have yiven to the church a 
sztisfactory relation of their religious exercises; but still, some of 
them may be no more than almost christians. he day of decisive 
trial is yet to come. f 

This revival bas been in answer to prayer. Belore it commenc- 
ed, saints were calied to unite in prayer for the effusion of the holy 
spirit. The Lord wit! be inquired of by his people to build up 
Zion. 

The means used in this awakening were the plain exhibition of 
the doctrines of grace in preaching and in contere ces. Religious 
narratives were also useful. God has also blessed ©. rticular atten- 
tion to the youth in schools. A Sabbath school, which has been 
established here the summer past, has been attended with a bles- 
sing. Wehave found great encouragement to train up children in 
the way they should go. Parents and teachers too Ittle feel their 
vast responsibility: or consider how much the salvation of children 
depends on their faithtal endeayours to lead them into the paths of 
heavenly wisdom. ‘Phe administration of baptism, both to adult 
believers and their households, we trust, has been attended with a 
blessing. It has been solemn and affecting to see parents dedica- 
ting themselves and their chi!dren to God in tis divine ordinance. 
“The promise is to youand to your children.” 

The number of hopetul converts in this revyiv’'l may not seem 
large, to those who are not acquainied with the place. But accord- 
ing to the last census, the inhabitants iv this town were but 475; 
the hopeful converts in the late revival are therefore a little more 
than one seventh, and the communicants in this church are nearly 
one fifth ef the inhabitants. 

The Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
Let his name be praised that he hati remembered us in mercy, and 
given us to rejoice in him as the rock of our salvation, In nim, we 
would trust for the continuance of his favours; and that he would 
give usa pastor after his own heart. With christian salutations to 
the saints, we ask a remembrance in their prayers. 

By erder of the church. ZEBEDEE KENDALL, Moderator. 

Dunstable, Mass. Dec. 30, 1818. | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


FROM THE LONDON BAPTIST MAGAZINE, 
, THE GREAT PHYSICIAN. 
(Concluded from page 254.) 
Such is the wretched state of the country in which I live, that 
none of the inhabitants are in health, but those whom my honoured 
Master has graciously healed. ‘There is yet room in the hospital 
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which I inspect; but though { go out among the inhabitants around 
me. and ask them whether they will be made whole? and assure 
them, and indeed give them multiplied proofs, that my Master is 
able and willing to heal chem, and that he wouid welcome them into 
his family; yet I perceive, that many love the fatal disease, whceih 
is preying upon their very vitals, and wil! certainly ruin them, 

And hence they scorn the most gracious invitation; vet this is not 
the case entirely. [last evening took my stand in the high way, in 
the middle of a large village; the people crowded around me to 
hear my message, and listened to me sometime very patiently. I 
hope, that some few of these poor creatures will be induced ta ap- 
ply to my Master. I recollect too, that Iwas once among this 
same people, a and that my good Master, towhom [ am unspeakably 
indebted, sought, and healed me, and condescended to take me into 
hisservice. I think, I can say,that [love his employ, and particu- 
larly because it is my principal business. to speak of his i incompara- 
ble excellencies, and to turn the attention of my patients to him. 
When I can effect this, 1 am happy, because Iam confident that 
they will be healed. O,my bowels year n over these miserab'e peo- 
le! I would fain have them all come into the hospital: and tt is 
my grief that [ am not so successful as [ wish. By my Master's 
instructions, I use the most likely means for their recovery. Con- 
stantly from his table I bring supplies of the heavenly manna, of 
which if “a man eat he shall never die;’* but many of them loath it 
as “light food.” Iirect them tothe tree of life, planted by my 
Master’s own hand, which brings forth twelve manner of fruits 
every month, and the very “leaves of which are for the healing of 
the nations;” and, from the owner of it, assure them, that they are 
all at liberty to pluck its produce, and be happy for ever; but 
would you believe it? Multitudes prefer the veriest trash to this 
beneficial and delicious repast. The bread of heaven also, by the 
especial direction of the great Physician, is constantly set before 
them, of which they who partake shall hunger no more, and yet 
many are starving and will not eat of it. To wash aw ay their pol- 
Jutions, my Master has likewise provided a fountain of sovereign 
efficacy, Zech. viii. 1, riishbubllied phitytinall y frem an inexhausti- 
bie source, Rev. xxii. 1: but multitudes prefer their defilement, and 
refuse to bathe in it. There is alsoa grand remedy, John iii. 16, 

which never loses its efficacy, 1, Pet. 1.25, whose inestimable vir- 
tures have been proved in numberless instances, but many utterly 
neglect it. 

There are various wards in the institation I superindented, and 
many different cases which come daily under my notice. You 
will permit me to particularize a little. Ihave many patients now 
in the ward for the morally insane. I am grieved to remark, that 
their symptoms are such as render their insanity unquestionable. 
One imagines, that le “is rich, and increased in goods,’ ’ whilst his 
abject poverty is known to all. Another will have it, that he is in 
health. whilst he has no soundness of body or of mind. A third 
supposes, that he can see very well, though he has actually bees 
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blind from his birth. A fourth is so credulous, that he readily em- 
braces, as true, the most egregious and palpable falsehoods, and 
rejects many unquestionable facts as utterly unfounded. His ears 
are ever open to him who has been a liar from |the beginning, and 
closed against his voice who “cannot lie.’ A_ fifth is full of invet- 
erate enmity against his best friends, who have hever done him any 
thing but good; aud ina state of cordial friendship with those who 
are endeavouring to ruin him for ever. A sixth |is one whose whole 
heart is set on a few baubles anJ tr. fles, which he really prefers to 
rich and everlasting possessions. A seventh infists on it, that he 
owes noth ng to any one, whilst he is absolutely in a bankrupt con- 
dition, and is indepted thousands and thousands of talents. My 
adorable Master has done wonders among thes ilitbed people. 
Let me mention one instance, A youth, who was the younger son 
of a most excellent and indulgent father, was so|infatiated. that he 
preferred, as an abode, any placeto the parental habitation, and 
actually abandoned it without remorse. He wal evidently so de- 
ranged, that he wentinto a fair country, and threw away his patri- 
mony, as if it were of no manner of value, in the Wilest society. It 
was evident,to the most superficial observer, from) his unaccountable 
extravagancies, that he was not himself. My daar Master, in one 
ef his benevolent excursions, met with this wretched young man, 
restored him to the use of his reason. and sentihim back, a new 
creature, to the longing arms.and almost broken| heart, of his aged 
father. Oh! had you been present, you would aie have forgotten 
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the reception he met with, or the exultation of th whol< family and 
neighbourhood. 

Some of my patients have lulled themselves into such a state of 
drowsiness, Eph. v. 14. that my perpetual employ; in reference to 
them, is to sound an alarm, which I often do, to * ‘arn them of their 
danger. In many instances tins disorder has been fatal; the patient 
has never been awakened. 

I have one or two cases of fractured and broken bones. A cel- 
ebrated monarch, whose sublime “or rare yns have charmed 
and profited every succeeding age, Psalin ii. nd a well known 
servant of my Master, whose name was Peter! were both of them 
_ in this ward, Matt. xxvi. 69—75; and were completely heal- 
ed. 

I have many under my care iu the ward for the , ounded. They 
are so universally the subjects of disease, that their very souls are 
contaminated. Their judgment is corrupt; they “call evil good, 
and goodevil.” Their understanding is darkened. They prefer 
polluted cisterns to the pure and ov erflowi ing “fountain of living wa- 
ters.” The willis depraved; obstinately choosing what is altoge- 
ther ruinous to their best interests. Their affections are polluted; 
they’are lovers of low and contemptible pleasures more than lovers 
of God. Their memory is essentially defective; they are forgetful 
of all that is good and beneficial, and mindful of al} that is bad and 
injurious. Conscience is seriously injured, and is jin some instaa- 


ces, “past feeling.’ —Indeed, trom “the crown of \the head to the 
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soles of the feet, there is no soundness, but wounds, and bruises, 
and outrifying sores.’ | 
Some of the most hopeful of my patients are, however, in this 
ward: they have been stung bya dreadful serpent, Rev. xii, 9, are 
sensible of their mala ly, and cry out bitterly, Acts. ii, 36.- Itisa 
part of my daily occupation to direct these to my dear Master, 
confident that they will not look to hin in vain. Jernaos you may 
have seen a fine painting. (oy Ranhael I believe.) copeeatiiiine the 
canp of the [sraelitescat the movent when their leader elevated 
the Drazen serpents; If [am not much mistaken, a prominent fea- 
ture in that admirable performance, is the selicitucle of ‘the friends 
of the dying. to turn the eves of their wounded relatives to the only 
remedy. [think [ often experience much of a similar anxtety. 
My dear Master has given mea particular charze. to pay every at- 
tention to the sick and the wounded, Luke x. 293° 
Lam sorry to inform you, that there are now many in the ward 
for incaradles. You will realily ailow, that their sy nptoms are, 
in the highest degree, dancerous. I will mention a few of them— 
Such a fatal drowsiness, that thouzh L have called to them for years 
Tam unable toawaken thems sucn an obstinate attention to objects 
of comparatively no value, that *the one thing” absolutely essen- 
tial to their present aud eternal welfare, is atterl y disregar leds 
such) an inveterate hardness of heart, that no kindness or iove can 
soften it. They cherisn the serpent which has stung them in their 
bosoms, and refuse, in the most deter mined manner, to part with it. 
They are nove the better tor the immense pains that have been ta- 
ken with them, Prov. xxix. 1. Yea, some evidently wax worse and 
worse, 2 [im iii. 15. There isa predilection for a po:sonous sub- 
stance, in prefereace to wholesome food, Rom. vi. 23. There is 
such an entire disbelief of all the excellencies and efficacy of the 
means employed by my Master, for their recovery, that they do 
not even seek his favour, and they will not come unto him, that t ey 
may have life. These are some of the most fatal marks of those, 
at present under my inspection, who, L fear, are incurable: yet I 
cannot but observe, that | have sometimes placed a patient in this 
ward, who has been aiterwards made a glorious monument of my 
Master’s mercy and skill, to save in the utm st extremity. My 
Lord’s thoughts and wavs are verv frequently contrary to my ex- 
pectations. In his love and ability to bless the miserable, I am 
constrainedto acknowledyze that there are heights | cannot reach 
depths which [ cannot penetrate, and lengths and breadths beyond 
the powers of ny feeble vision. I can never forget, tnat he ‘took 
from among the ‘apparently orge ste a monarch, the inveteracy of 
whose disorder was proverbial, 2 Kivg, xxi; a second, who was just 
at the point of dissolution, and w +r case seemed completely hope- 
less, who had been actually vailed to a cross, a wretched outcast 
from heaven and earth, Luke, xxiii. 42. 43; a third, a man of Tar- 
sus, the very chiefof the diseased, 1 Tim. i. 15; a fourth, the na- 
tive of a village, near Bedford, whose name wil! be remembered to 
the latest posterity, fur whom it had been generally supposed there 











THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. o71 


wasno remedy. The ability and willingness of my Master to save 
is without a bound. He has charged me to say, for the encourage- 
ment of poor patients t» apply to h m, “that he is able to save, unto 
the uttermosts;” and I am sure he is as willing as he is able. 

My Master has a multitude of magnificent mansions in a better 
world, to which happy abodes, when his patients are perfectly res- 
tored to health, he kindly removes them; and no inhabitant of this 
delicious region ever said, “I am sick!” | 

| wish you to make this statement known among your connex- 
ions, and I hope it will produce the following important cousequen- 
” First, excite in their bosoms high ideas of my glorious Master 
and constrain them to love him with ardour and sincerity. 

Secondly, Induce every one to make his incomparable excellen- 
cies known to al! around them. | 

Thirdly, Encourage all who are diseased to apply to him with- 
out delay. confident that they shal! not do it in vajn. 

Lastly. That meetings may be called, as soon and as generally, 
as possible, to petition ‘the great Physician, speedily to send his 
servants to make known his saving health to men of every tongue, 
and kindred, and people, and nation. Among the signatures to 
which, in some humble place, you will find that of | 

Your unwortky friend, 


|. aa 


THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MIRTH AND HAPPINESS, 


A superficial observer of the characters and conduct of men 
would infer whenever he saw indications of Mirth, that it was ne- 
cessarile connected with Happiness. But the fact is not so, even 
ag it respects mere wordly enjoyment, much less when it is consi- 
dered that to constitute real Happiness, the favour and blessing of 
God must be experienced, love to his holy law must be felt, and 
obedience to his commands must be evidenced. 

The man who is the subject of this blessedness is a happy man, 
and mirth and gladness well become him, because of the safety of 
his state as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and because of the 
holy nature of his pursuits and enjoyments. ‘Happy is the people 
who are in such a case, yea, blessed is that people whose God is the 
Lord.”” But what shall we say of mirth when it is not connected 
with the safety and the purity ef the soul? Surely it is the height 
of infatuation, and the extreme of danger. “The heart of fools is 
in the house of (such) mirth, the end of it is heaviness, and in a 
moment they go down to the grave.” 

If these observations are true—if they are feunded on Scripture, 
and are realized in experience, it may be reasonably asked, how is 
it that wicked wen can possib!y be merry and joyful? The answer 
i8,it is only a possible and real case on the ground of “the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of the human heart abore all 
things,” and the prophet emphatically adds. “whe can knew it?” 
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Indeed it cannot be fully known tn all its deception, impenitence 
and presumption, except to Him “who searches the heart aud tries 
the reins of the children of men?’ But instead of an enlarged des. 
criptiou of the infatuation and danger of an ungodly man, even 
while he exhibits the appearance of mirth and jollity. [ will only 
present to tre youthful reader an anecdote, mentioned by Dr, 
Rush of Pi nitadel phia, i in a letter to a friend, to confirm an obserya- 
tion he had made, that there is a wile difference between Mirth 
and Happiness; the application of which to the state, the conduct, 
and the end of sinners is easy and striking, and I pray God, it may 
be impressive and useful. 

“Ina former war between Great Britain and France, a British 
Transport was accidentally seen on fire. The neighbouring 
transports in vain atte’ npted to relieve her. Some of the crew 

saved themselves by the long boat, while a few of them perished j in 
the ocean in attempting to swim to the ships that lay within sight 
of them. The remaining part of the crew for a while filled the air 
with their cries for help and mercy. Suddenty there was a cessa- 
tion of their cries, and nothing was to be heard on board the vessel 
but a merry tune on a violin, to which te crew danced with un- 
common spirit for half an hour, when the catastrophe ended, and 
the ship and crew disappeared for ever! This remarkable tact was 
communicated to Dr. Rash by tie son of an old lieutenant of a Bri- 
tish ship of war, who was an eye wituess of the i sceie.” 


— er -- 


LINES 
Written by the late Princess Amelia, during her last illness. 


Unthinking. idle, wild, and young, 

I tatk’d and laugh’d, and danced and sung; 
And proud of health, of freedom vain, 
Thought not of sorrow, care, or pain; 
Concluding i in those hours of glee, 

That all the world was made for me! 


But when the hour of trial came, 

When sickuess shook my trembling frame, 
When folly’s gay pursuits were o’er, 

And I could laugh and sing no more; 

It then occurred, how sad t’would be, 
Were this world only made for me! 





—— 
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